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Pollution is the introduction of contaminants into the natural 

environment that cause adverse change. Pollution can take 

action of any substance like solids, liquids and gases or energy 

such as radioactivity, heat, sound or light. Pollutants, the 

components of pollution, can be either foreign substances or 

energies or else naturally occurring contaminants. Although 

environmental pollution can be caused by natural events, the 

world pollution usually implies that the contaminants have an 

anthropogenic source where a source is created by human 

activities. Pollution is usually classed as point source or 

nonpoint source pollution. In 2015 a study showed that pollution 

killed 9 million people worldwide.  
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Air pollution comes from both natural and human-made 

anthropogenic sources. However, globally human-made 

pollutants from combustion, construction, mining, agriculture, 

and warfare are increasingly significant in the air pollution 

equation. 

 

Motor vehicle emissions are one of the biggest problems of air 

pollution. China, United States, Russia, India, Mexico and 

Japan are leading in air pollution emissions. Principal stationary 

pollution sources include chemical plants, coal-fired power 

plants, oil refineries, petrochemical plants, nuclear waste 

disposal activity, incinerators, large livestock farms (such as 

dairy cows, pigs, poultry, etc.), PVC factories, metals 

production factories, plastic factories, and other heavy 

industries. Agricultural air pollution comes from contemporary 

trainings which include clear felling and burning of natural 

vegetation  as well as spraying of pesticides. 

 

About 400 million metric tons of dangerous wastes are 

generated each year. The United States alone produces about 

250 million metric tons. Americans constitute less than 5% of 

the world’s population, but produce roughly 25% of the world’s 

CO2, and generate approximately 30% of the world’s waste. In 



2007, China overtook the 

United States as the world’s 

biggest producers of CO2, 

while still far behind on per 

capita pollution (ranked 78th 

among the world’s nations). 

 

 

 

 

IS THERE A SOLUTION? 

 

Pollution control is a term used in environmental management. 

It means the control of emissions and effluents into air, water, 

and soil. Without pollution control, the waste products 

overconsumption, heating, agriculture, mining, manufacturing, 

transportation and other human activities, whether they 

accumulate or disperse, will degrade the environment. In the 

hierarchy of controls, pollution, prevention, and waste 

minimisation are more desirable than pollution control. In the 

field of land development, low impact development is a similar 

technique for the prevention of urban runoff.  
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