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What are the problems? 

 

The problems are people dump the trash, plastic, and many other things that 

belong in a trash bin and recycle bin, in each of the seven seas! Every plastic 

water bottle takes over four hundred years to decompose1 and about eight 

to nine million plastic bottles are on our seas today!2 There used to be 

another problem, oil spills. But this problem has rapidly decreased over the 

years, as from 1970 to 1979, there used to be an average of 24.5 oil spills 

per year worldwide! And since 2020, we have had an average of one oil spill 

per year worldwide!3 Another problem is plastic bags. The number of plastic 

bags produced keeps going up and so does the number of plastic bags in 

the sea!4 It is important to recycle all this plastic. Let’s take plastic bags, for 

example, turtles often mistake them for jellyfish, which in their eyes is a 

scrumptious meal! It is very emotional to know that turtles die because they 

think that plastic bags are something you can eat but are not. There is also 

ghost fishing. This means that fishermen who use nets leave them at the 

bottom of the sea. Like overfishing but instead of catching baby fish and fish 

eggs and never eating them, the fish are caught in an abandoned net that is 

left at the bottom of the sea and would never be eaten. We cannot forget 

microplastics, it is very harmful to any animal even us since we are also 

considered animals!6        



Microplastics are so small 

that you would need a 

microscope to see them 

because you cannot even 

see them. Then tiny fish 

gobble the microplastics up 

because like turtles they 

think it is food. According to 

researchers because of 

microplastics, a lot of fish are dying since when it is ingested it will alter a 

fish’s behaviour. In a particular study, they put a fish that ingested 

microplastics in areas with degraded corals (which is another cause of 

microplastics), and within seventy-two hours they were eaten by predators.7    

 

How long have we had these problems? 

The oil spill problem has been going on since the year nineteen seventy even 

though the average has decreased, again that is only the average amount of 

oil spills because the actual amount is far more. This plastic ‘addiction’ has 

been going on for years now. Plastic was invented in 1907, so this ‘addiction’ 

has been going on for maybe a few years after that time.8  

 

What impact can these issues have on us, humans? 

If we do not clean our seas, we will not have clean water to swim in. If we go 

fishing, the fish we catch may have eaten plastic or something else which is 

harmful and can harm us due to all the pollution in the sea. If we go to dive 

into the sea, there might be oil or a different kind of liquid that might harm 

our bodies if we interact with it. Just like humans the big fish always eats the 
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smaller fish. If a tiny fish eats microplastics, a predator eats the prey (the tiny 

fish), after that, we catch and eat the predator, so in the end, the 

microplastics end up in us!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

How can we solve these issues?  

What we can do is recycle and reuse most plastic products instead of buying 

and using them once and throwing the product away. We can also buy 

reusable, shopping bags, straws, bottles, and much much more. For the oil 

problem, we should try to advance our boats and find some kind of liquid or 

system for the boat to run without oil or fuel. Like an electric boat of some 

sort. 

 

 

 

“If it can’t be reduced, reused, repaired, rebuilt, refurbished, 

refinished, resold, recycled, or composted, then it should be 

restricted, designed or removed from production.” (Seeger, P.)9 
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