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How long does plastic take to break down? 

 

Plastic takes around 20 to 500 years to decompose depending on the 

material like for example if you have polycarbonate plastic (polycarbonate 

is a type of plastic that is very strong). It will take longer to decompose 

because it is one of the strongest kinds of plastics. How long plastic breaks 

down also depends on the UV (UV stands for ultraviolet) sunlight so if the 

plastic is exposed to a lot of sunlight it will decompose faster and if the 

plastic is not exposed to sunlight or not exposed to sunlight a lot, it will take 

longer to decompose.  

Why should we take care of the big issue of Plastic Pollution? 

 

We should take care of this huge problem of Plastic Pollution because of 

many creatures are dying and by creatures, I mean all types of creatures, 

especially sea creatures. One of the 

most endangered animals because of 

Plastic Pollution is the sea turtle. Sea 

turtles are mistaking plastic and plastic 

bags, especially for jellyfish because 

as you know sea turtles eat jellyfish.  
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Is this what you want to happen to sea turtles and any other kind of 

animals? 

What are some effects of Plastic Pollution? 

 

Some effects of Plastic Pollution is Plastic being thrown away on the 

pavement, in the streets and in my 

opinion the worst place that someone 

can throw his plastic is at the beach. 

Sadly because of this, many sea 

creatures die. This is a picture of a 

pelican with plastic in its mouth. This is 

due to plastic being thrown into seas 

and oceans, which lead to Plastic Pollution.  

From all of the environmental issues why did I choose Plastic Pollution? 

 

From all environmental issues I chose Plastic Pollution because I think well 

that Plastic Pollution is one of the top ten environmental issues, which 

needs to be taken care of immediately. I always say this to my sister, 

'There is no bandage big enough to heal the world if we do not take actions 

now for a better world and a brighter future'. Plastic Pollution is a very bad 

environmental issue, which needs to be solved now! Did you know that 

91% of plastic is not recycled?! That means that only 9% of the plastic IN 

THE WORLD is recycled.  
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What is the main cause of Plastic Pollution? 

 

The main cause of Plastic Pollution is negligence. Negligence means to fail 

to take proper care of something, in this case being wise about which 

material we should use.  

How can we help defeat Plastic Pollution? 

 

We can help defeat Plastic Pollution by for example: when you go to buy at 

the grocery store, you take a reusable bag with you; do not use disposable 

straws but metal straws; and at school take a reusable lunch box. 

  

These kind of signs should be everywhere but 

mostly we have to take a picture in our minds 

and keep it forever but we do not take a picture 

of it in our minds only we have to say no to 

plastic.  

 

How? We do not say no to plastic by just saying no a million times, we say 

no to plastic by stopping using plastic. We cannot remove plastic from our 

lives permanently but we have to stop using plastic so often. I am doing my 

part, are you OR at least will you?  
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Is plastic the most used material in the world? 

 

Yes, plastic is the most used material in the world, in 

fact the most common material is polythene which is 

a kind of plastic.1 

 

 

Now you might be asking why I did that question. The reason I did that 

question is that it proves my point that we are using plastic too much and 

that is the cause of Plastic Pollution that we 

are using a lot of plastic and throwing it 

everywhere. Many albatross are eating 

plastic from the waters and eventually die 

like in this picture. 

 

The albatross usually eats octopus and it thought that the plastic was 

octopus and it ate the plastic. Unfortunately because of the plastic, the 

albatross died.  

If certain animals eat or are stuck in plastic what will happen? 

 

If a sea lion got stuck in plastic it will cut through the sea lion's body and 

die. If a sea turtle eats plastic because it thinks it is a jellyfish, the sea turtle 

will eat it and the plastic will close the sea turtle's intestine, and like that it 
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will not be able to eat the food like jellyfish and it will eventually die with 

hunger. 

What country uses the least plastic?  

 

The country which uses the least 

plastic in the world is Rwanda, 

so let us all be like Rwanda to 

make a better place by taking 

action now. We should start 

taking action about the Plastic 

Pollution issue because it makes our environment dirty and it ruins our 

beautiful views of nature because the view we will see will be of plastic. If 

we do not start taking action now, we will also destroy our home, and 

remember there is no other planet or Earth that we can live on if we destroy 

our Earth. 
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