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Plastic pollution is a widespread problem affecting the marine environment 

that is being threatened. It seems that everyday that  is  passed one can`t 

stay  without hearing about plastic pollution and all this is being done for  a 

good reason. The equivalent of a garbage truck is pured into the ocean 

every minute. If none is done from the human side to help to reduce the 

plastic pollution by the year  2035-2040 on earth the amount of plastic will 

double till triple. It takes centuries for the plastic to melt or break down.  
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How did this happen? 

This big manifestation of plastic started slowly after world war ll were the  

production of plastic accelerated as transformation to the modern / fast life 

happened. Unfortunatly 40% of plastic production is only used once. 

 

How plastic moves around the world 

There are three main ways that the plastic we use everyday ends up in the 

ocean. The process is: 

1) Throwing plastic in the bin when it could be recycled 

2) Littering that is carried by rain through streams 

3) By plastic products that go down the drain 

 

Impact on marine ecosystem 

The impact affects mostly the marine wildlife such as seabirds, fish and 

turtles that mistake plastic waste for prey. Floating plastic threaten the 

marine biodiverty and food web. 

 

Below one could see the process of what happen to the marine : 
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Other impact is on food and human health. Microplastics has been found in 

water and food after that research was done. Therefore it interfered and 

create problems with the food chain cycle. While further studies found that 

plastic particulars were even found in the human body. 
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What can I do to help the earth ! 

 Picking up any plastic that is found out side and dispose accordingly. 

 Throwing our plastic in appropriate bins. 

 Trying not to use plastic materials when possible 

 Use alternative materials 

 Promote reuse or recyle products 

 

 

What can be done from Maltese goverment to help the earth ! 

 

Malta is already taking part in organisation to reduce plastic marine litter 

like the G20 commitee. The goverment is creating plans and impementing 

certain services like : 

 Creating a cleaning group in every locality to collect plastic and to do 

activities to raise money for new cleaning equipment. 

 Policies and new rules to be created by the goverment. 

 More enforcment is done by police officers and wardence. 

 Give money back to people after collecting certain ammount of 

plastic. 
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Benefits of plastic during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

During the pandemic plastic was used morein several cases to protect 

individuals like screen diveders for social distansing, face masks, COVID 

testing kits and wrapping food seperatetly in plastic containers for individual 

use not to transmite the virus. Plastic helped us to be more ”COVID safe” 

but as now cases are being reduced we need to look further to decrease 

the dependence on plastic. 

Unfortunatly with Covid 19 different new waste went to the sea like surgical 

mask and latix gloves. Important that we dispose apropriatly. 
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It is important that we take care of were we dispose our plastic waste 

appropriatly. We need to take care of our marine system so that we have 

healty fish and clean sea to swim in. 

 

 


