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What is the problem with our seas? 

 

Two main types of pollution are flooding our seas: chemicals and trash which are very harmful 

to any living thing. Plastic is one of the worst problems in our seas and is one of the reasons why 

marine pollution is growing. 

 

This type of pollution occurs when human activity, the use of 

fertiliser on farms, leads to the runoffs of chemicals into 

waterways that end up in the ocean. The increased 

concentration of chemicals, such as nitrogen and 

phosphorus in the oceans, promotes the growth of algal 

blooms, which can be toxic to wildlife and harmful to 

humanity. The negative effects that the algal blooms bring 

are very harmful to health and hurt local fishing and tourism 

industries and reduce the economy. 

 

 

Plastic problems 

 

Because of all the plastic humans throw away, some lives of marine 

animals are at risk. Scientists have estimated three hundred million 

tons of plastic are thrown away every year, (that is like the weight of the 

full population of people!)  

Plastics that end up in the sea are bait to some unfortunate marine 

creatures, like plastic bags looking like jellyfish, and become bait for 

turtles. After those animals suffocate from the plastic, other animals 

come to eat this fish and eat the plastic. Plastic enters the food chain and 

puts some animals endangered. Some plastics decompose and become 

fibre plastics which are invisible to the naked eye, but some just never 

decompose. 
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Eighty percent of all the waste in the sea come from land via storms, winds, and hurricanes. 

When animals mistake microplastics for food and absorb them, it becomes part of their tissue. In 

this way the microplastic makes its way up the food chain, eventually becoming one of the foods 

that humans eat. 

 

It is always better to not use individual use plastic and if you do use individual use always: reduce, 

reuse, and recycle. 

 

Ghost fishing 

 

‘Ghost fishing’ is when fishers go out to fish 

and abandon their nets. The nets then float 

around or sink, until their first victim gets 

trapped in them. It is also a sign of pollution 

and kills around 650,000 animals every year. 
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Commercial whaling 

 

Commercial whaling is the practice of killing whales and 

selling and trading their meat and other products.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coral reefs 

 

Twenty-five percent of all marine life 

depends on coral. Coral is a living creature 

that is structured by its bone. Small fish 

depend on it for shelter, finding food, 

protection, reproduction and rear their 

young in one of those nooks and crannies. 

Unfortunately, not all people know about 

this, or do not care and leave litter 

everywhere. 
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