
Littering 

by Hannah Mason Cachia 

 

Littering is a big problem around the world. Animals and the environment 

suffer because of this major problem, and people don’t even realise it’s all 

because of them.  

 

What is littering? 
 

Littering is when people throw away trash instead of into a bin, they throw 

it onto the ground where it can spread diseases and varieties of problems 

around animals’ habitats.  

 

How can people solve this problem? 
 

People can help by completing the things on this list: 

• Place one’s own garbage in a bin. 

• Take one’s own garbage at home if no bin is available. 

• Keep a bag to collect garbage. 

• Throw your cigarettes butt in a butt bin 1 

And more. 

 

 

 

 



What does littering do to animals? 
 

Littering harms wildlife 

immensely. Plastic litter is the 

most common killer for 

animals. Marine animals are 

the most affected. Each year, 

over a hundred thousand 

animals such as dolphins, 

fish, whales, turtles and more 

drown after becoming 

entangled in litter or digesting 

plastic.2  

 

 

 

What does it do to the environment?  
 

Litter can pollute the air and oxygen we inhale. Did you know that 

researchers estimate that 

more than 40% of the 

world’s litter is burned in the 

open air? Which can release 

toxic emissions? These 

emissions can be a starting 

base for acid rain. 2  
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How many people or animals have died due to littering? 
 

Researchers estimate that over a million animals die due to litter each 

year after getting trapped inside garbage or digesting it. Whereas humans, 

between 400,000 and 1 million people die each year due to litter.  

 

The people that throw away their litter into the ocean, environment or 

anywhere else outside still do not notice that they are harming our world. 

Other than that pollution, global warming and other immense problems, 

litter is one of the worst ones in the world because garbage doesn’t 

disintegrate into the soil for about 500 years. 
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