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What Is Causing Deforestation? 

 

Unfortunately, deforestation is 

being caused by climate 

change, timber logging, 

mining, expansion, and 

infrastructure such as road 

building, oil extraction, and so 

on similar to those issues. And 

we humans are still doing the 

same mistake. We need to fix 

this because later on if we keep on chopping down trees the situation will 

become worse as it provides not only lower amount of oxygen but far more 

stuff with mining activities and urbanization which will make up the remaining 

causes of deforestation.1 

 

Why does it matter and what can be done? 

 

Deforestation is affecting the people and animals as trees are being cut and 

animals are losing their habitats. Greatly accelerated by human activities 
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since 1960, deforestation has been negatively affecting natural ecosystems, 

biodiversity, and the climate. Therefore, not only animals are suffering but so 

are we. We need trees in our everyday life which is not only because it 

provides carbon dioxide but also the heat-trapping gases. As that happens, 

global warming will increase and the world will become worse that’s why we 

need to save the environment.2 

 

What are the biggest drivers of tropical Deforestation? 

 

The land covers almost 40% of the earth’s ice-free surface. The biggest issue 

was in the summer of 2017, 2018 and 2019. In 2017, 3,315,849 forests were 

cleared, whilst in 2018 and in 2019, 3,308,313 and 3,298,551 rainforests 

were cleared respectively. Those were pretty high numbers considering that 

it takes a long time to grow a tree. There will come a time where there will be 

no more trees to chop down.  The worst country suffering from deforestation 

is currently Nigeria. According to the FAO, it has lost a lot of its primary 

forests! Nigeria's worst year for them was 2010. It had 9 million hectares of 

forest and lost over 335 thousand 

hectares which were primary 

forests.3 
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Agricultural Activities 

 

The agricultural activities that cause deforestation are cattle breeding, timber 

extraction, dam construction, and stuff like that. There are organisations that 

are currently working to solve this problem that are ‘TeamTrees’, The Food 

and Agriculture Organization (The FAO), Amazon watch which is for the 

amazon rainforests, The Rainforest Alliance which is also trying to stop 

deforestation, and so on.  

 

Agricultural Activities mean stuff that makes deforestation worse like tree 

chopping. The problem is that about 70% of land animals and plant species 

live in forests and then some plants grow into trees so we not only need an 

environment for us but even for animals and plants because then there will 

be no forests for land animals to live in. Further effects of deforestation might 

include flooding and soil erosion. Trees help the land retain water and topsoil, 

which after provides the other rich nutrients to obtain forest life so more trees 

grow. This is causing a big amount of forests being cleared out and hence 

allowing the other exposed space of the world to grow houses and cities 

instead of letting trees grow and animals have a home.4 
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